
A young tree of 
Brewer’s weep-
ing spruce, Picea 
breweriana, a 
rare species in the 
wild from western 
USA. Discovered 
in 1897 and given 
an RHS award of 
merit in 1984.

   Three redwoods, the dawn 
redwood (Metasequoia, from 
China) with flattened fronds 
that drop in winter. The 
coastal redwood (Sequoia, 
USA) has similar leaves but 
is evergreen and is clothed 
in shoots at the base of the 
trunk. The giant redwood 
(Sequoiadendron, USA) has 
scale-like leaves.
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    Mirbeck’s oak, 
Quercus canarien-
sis. An evergreen 
oak from S. Spain 
and N Africa, sel-
dom seen in the UK. 
In summer the pale 
new leaves make 
a striking contrast 
with the leathery 
mature leaves.
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Cut-leaf com-
mon hornbeam, 
Carpinus betulus 
‘Asplenifolia’,.A rare 
dissected leaf form.

Tulip tree, Lirioden-
dron tulipifera, a mem-
ber of the magnolia 
family, is a fast-grow-
ing North American 
forest tree. Its flowers 
are produced in mid-
summer. Tulipwood 
was once popular for 
furniture. This young 
tree was planted 2010.
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Ginkgo biloba, the maid-
enhair tree from China,
is one of the most primi-
tive trees alive. It has 
separate male and female 
trees; the males are usu-
ally grown. Two culti-
vars of the species have 
recently been planted 
nearby.

Leaning tree of common European 
Walnut, Juglans regia. Walnut wood 
usually comes from Juglans niger. 
This specimen gives a small crop of 
good nuts each year.

Irish yew, Taxus 
baccata ‘Fastigia-
ta’. This fastigiate 
variety of the native 
yew was found in 
Fermanagh in the 
1780s and has been 
disseminated all 
over the world.

    Tree-of-Heaven, 
Ailanthus altissi-
ma, from China, 
introduced in 1751. 
Leaves like the wal-
nut but with glands 
on the leaflets. 
Spectacular cream 
flowers in summer. 
Suckers freely and 
can be invasive.
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Persimmon, Diospyros 
virginiana, a native of 
Eastern USA, rarely seen 
in Europe. Related to the 
ebony tree. Dioecious 
tree with separate male 
and female plants. This 
is female, but may not 
produce fruit without a 
male. Note distinctive 
tessellated bark.
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Japanese 
red cedar 
Cryptomeria 
japonica. Dis-
tinctive awl-
like needles 
and shedding 
reddish bark. 
Fast growing 
tree. 2 speci-
mens here.

Sugar maple, 
   Acer sacca-
rum. Source of 
maple syrup. 
Neat well 
proportioned 
tree. In spring 
the flowers 
have distinc-
tive furry red 
stigmas.

Austrian pine, 
Pinus nigra. a 
2-needle pine, 
commonly grown 
in Ireland. Bark is 
always blackish 
hence the species 
name. Compare 
Scott’s pine also 
2-needle with red-
dish bark.
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Tree Trail
Belfast Botanic Gardens

There are over 100 species of tree in the Belfast Bo-
tanic Gardens collection. This trail takes you past a 
few of the outstanding specimens.
Start the trail at the Malone Road gate by the statue 
of Lord Kelvin and follow the numbers on the plan. 
All of the trees on the trail are described and illus-
trated in detail in the tree archive of the Friends of 
Belfast Botanic Gardens website (www.fobbg.co.uk).
For those with smart phones, we hope to have QR 
codes on the tree-number discs soon that will take 
you to the detailed description of the tree.

Copyright FoBBG and J. Pilcher. 

Fern-leaved beech 
Fagus sylvatica 
var. heterophylla 
‘Asplenifolia’. A 
form of common 
beech with very 
variable dissected 
leaves. Two fine 
trees on the corner 
of the path.

Freeman’s 
maple, Acer x 
freemanii ‘Au-
tumn Fantasy’
This hybrid be-
tween red maple 
and silver maple 
has spectacular 
autumn colour.

Carpinus betulus  
‘Quercifolius’
This grafted tree plant-
ed in the 1860s bears 
two different shapes of 
leaf. Cut-leafed forms 
do often revert to the 
type, but persistence 
of the cut leaves in this 
tree suggests it may be 
a graft chimera.

Italian maple, Acer 
opalus. Unusual 
tree, spectacular in 
early spring with 
bright yellow flow-
ers. For the rest of 
the year it looks 
rather like a syca-
more except that the 
lobes of the leaves 
are rounded rather 
than pointed.

The ‘Friends of Belfast Botanic Gardens’ group 
(FOBBG) is a registered charity

The objectives of the Friends Group are:
• To preserve and maintain this site of great historical horticul-
tural importance.
• To restore the unique Tropical Ravine House.
• To restore the major Victorian features of the park.
• To provide for future generations a park suitable to meet 
modern demands for recreational and educational enjoyment.
• To make the Botanic Gardens a focus of interest for the local 
community, cross community organisations and tourists.

If you are interested in joining the Friends or making a dona-
tion to assist our Development Fund, please contact us via the 
website or at the address below. All donations are gratefully 
received and will enable us to further our preservation and 
development of  the gardens.
The Secretary, Friends of Belfast Botanic Gardens
The Office, Botanic Gardens, College Park
Belfast BT7 1LP

www.fobbg.co.uk

Deodar, Cedrus deodara 
from Western Himala-
yas. Distinguished by its 
drooping branch tips and 
wide spreading shape. The 
needles are in bunches on 
the older branches and each 
has a minute transparent tip. 
The cones break up to shed 
seeds while still attached to 
the tree - not shed as a unit 
like the pines.
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20Golden red oak
Quercus rubra 
‘Aurea’. A vari-
ety of the North 
American red 
oak with striking 
yellow spring fo-
liage. In summer 
hard to distin-
guish from the 
other deciduous 
oaks nearby.

18

Acer maximowicii in autumn. Small 
tree between 14 and 15 on the map.
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Sweetgum, Liquidambar 
styraciflua. Handsome 
small tree with leaves 
rather like a maple; from 
New York to Nicaragua; 
timber called satin-wal-
nut. Leaves have sweet 
resinous smell when 
crushed. Good autumn 
colour
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